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Matthew Poole was Born at York, England, in 1624, and educated at Emmanuel College, in

Cambridge. He became minister of St. Michael-le-Quernes, London, in 1648, and devoted himself to

the Presbyterian cause. However, he was ejected from his charge because he was considered a

nonconformist, after publishing a treatise on the value of preaching by non-ordained

individuals.Matthew Poole died while writing his commentary, English Annotations on the Holy Bible,

and his friends completed the work, which was published in 1685. C. H. Spurgeon said of Poole's

commentary: "If I must have only one commentary, and had read Matthew Henry as I have, I do not

know but what I should choose Poole. He is a very prudent and judicious commentator... not so

pithy and witty by far as Matthew Henry, but he is perhaps more accurate, less a commentator, and

more an expositor."
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